
B1129BC006PBB1129BC006PQ C6 _ 11-29-2009 Set: 19:53:24
Sent by: mkondracki Sports BLACK

6C Sunday, November 29, 2009 _ dallasnews.com The Dallas Morning News

OFFENSIVE LINE
12. Rayfield Wright

42. Ralph Neely

OFFENSIVE LINE
33. John Niland
49. Pat Donovan

OFFENSIVE LINE
38. Erik Williams

50. Flozell Adams

QUARTERBACK
2. Rogers Staubach

5. Troy Aikman

RUNNING BACK
3. Emmitt Smith
22. Don Perkins

RUNNING BACK
6. Tony Dorsett

40. Daryl Johnston

OFFENSIVE LINE
35. Nate Newton

OFFENSIVE LINE
19. Larry Allen

TIGHT END
29. Jason Witten
32. Jay Novacek

WIDE RECEIVER
11. Bob Hayes
34. Tony Hill

WIDE RECEIVER
8. Michael Irvin

20. Drew Pearson

DEFENSIVE END
21. Harvey Martin
31. Charles Haley

DEFENSIVE BACK
9. Mel Renfro

26. Everson Walls

DEFENSIVE BACK
23. Darren Woodson

28. Deion Sanders

DEFENSIVE BACK
18. Cliff Harris
45. Bill Bates

LINEBACKER
16. Lee Roy Jordan

LINEBACKER
13. Chuck Howley

LINEBACKER
36. DeMarcus Ware

DEFENSIVE BACK
25. Cornell Green
27. Charlie Waters

DEFENSIVE TACKLE
7. Randy White
37. Jethro Pugh

DEFENSIVE TACKLE
4. Bob Lilly

39. George Andrie

DEFENSIVE END
24. Ed Jones

46. Jim Jeffcoat

The Top 50 depth chart
The Top 50 Cowboys, as broken down 
by first team and second team for each 
position, depending on their rank in our 
Top 50 list:
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Breaking down the Top 50
MOST SUPER BOWLS (WINS): 
5 (2): Tom Landry , Roger Staubach, Tex Schramm,
Rayfield Wright, Cliff Harris, Charlie Waters, Jethro
Pugh, 4 (2): Mel Renfro, Ralph Neely 

LORDS OF THE RINGS (3-FOR-3 IN SUPER BOWLS):
Emmitt Smith, Troy Aikman, Michael Irvin, Jerry
Jones, Darren Woodson, Charles Haley, Jay Novacek,
Nate Newton, Erik Williams, Daryl Johnston, Bill
Bates

SUPER BOWL MVPS: Chuck Howley (1971), Roger
Staubach (1972), Randy White (1978), Harvey Martin
(1978), Troy Aikman (1993), Emmitt Smith (1994)

MOST PRO BOWLS: Bob Lilly (11), Mel Renfro (10),
Larry Allen (10), Randy White (9), Emmitt Smith (8)

LONGEST TENURES: Ed Jones (15 years), Bill Bates
(15), Bob Lilly (14), Lee Roy Jordan (14), Mel Renfro
(14), Jethro Pugh (14), Randy White (14)

MOST GAMES PLAYED: Ed Jones (224), Bill Bates
(217), Randy White (209)

MOST CONSECUTIVE GAMES PLAYED: Bob Lilly
(196), Cornell Green (168)

It’s not the five Super
Bowl victories that set the
Cowboys apart. The 49ers
have won just as many, and
both franchises now trail the
Steelers by one in that
department.

It’s not about individuals
winning Most Valuable
Player honors or being
enshrined in the Pro Football
Hall of Fame. It’s not even
Emmitt Smith establishing
himself as the game’s all-time
leading rusher, as great and
lasting as that
accomplishment is likely to
be.

Those stars of the game
belong near the top of the list,
to be sure. There is no game
without them.

But the Cowboys became
“America’s Team” — love ’em
or hate ’em — because of
their constant success. They
built an immense national
and international fan base
during the 1970s.

That’s when they went
from their early brushes with
greatness in the late ’60s that
had him earned them the
nickname “Next Year’s
Champions” from Dallas
Times Herald writer Steve
Perkins to five Super Bowl
appearances and two
Lombardi trophies.

That consistent level of
success fell off in the ’80s, but
not before the team played in
three straight NFC
Championship Games to
begin that decade.

Landry made five Super
Bowl appearances by the
time that game (one that
would become something
close to a national holiday)
was 13 years old. Only Don
Shula ever coached in six.

But it was the Cowboys’
consistent near-misses
intermingled with their
triumphs that established
the organization as
something truly different.
Other teams win a
championship, maybe two,
then fall out of the picture for
a while.

The Packers thrilled their
fans in the ’60s, then left the
big stage for nearly 30 years.
The Steelers, who would win
Super Bowl XII to capture
Team of the ’70s honors from
Dallas, were no factor in the
’80s.

From 1966 through 1982,
Landry coached in 12 out of
17 NFC (or NFL)
Championship Games to see
which club would go to the
Super Bowl.

No one has come close to
matching that sustained level
of championship play. And
consider the period in which

Landry’s legend was being
built.

In 1966, there was still a
discussion as to whether the
NFL or Major League
Baseball deserved the
“national pastime” label. By
1982, that discussion was
over.

The NFL was “America’s
Game,” the Cowboys were
“America’s Team” and the
sharply dressed man on the

sidelines was the single
constant.

The Cowboys reached the
national stage in
back-to-back NFL title game
losses to the Green Bay
Packers with Don Meredith
at quarterback. They would
reach the Super Bowl with
Craig Morton, win a pair and
lose a couple with Roger
Staubach, then pile up three
more trophies with Troy

Aikman.
Great players would

understandably play a huge
part in any organization’s
success. But the discussion of
where to rank those players
— Staubach vs. Aikman,
Emmitt Smith vs. Tony
Dorsett, Bob Lilly vs. Randy
White — begins only after
you establish Landry at the
top of the pyramid.

Landry: top Cowboy of all
TIM COWLISHAW

Continued from Page 1C

Top 50 Votes
1. Tom Landry 975
2. Roger Staubach 970
3. Emmitt Smith 942
4. Bob Lilly 938
5. Troy Aikman 919
6. Tony Dorsett 871
7. Randy White 833
8. Michael Irvin 817
9. Mel Renfro 816
10. Tex Schramm 797
11. Bob Hayes 790
12. Rayfield Wright 735
13. Chuck Howley 723
14. Don Meredith 697
15. Jimmy Johnson 685
16. Lee Roy Jordan 684
17. Jerry Jones 676
18. Cliff Harris 673
19. Larry Allen 658
20. Drew Pearson 632
21. Harvey Martin 555
22. Don Perkins 552
23. Darren Woodson 525
24. Ed Jones 482
25. Cornell Green 471
26. Everson Walls 425
27. Charlie Waters 420
28. Deion Sanders 380
29. Jason Witten 363
30. Danny White 355
31. Charles Haley 343
32. Jay Novacek 339
33. John Niland 320
34. Tony Hill 311
35. Nate Newton 286
36. DeMarcus Ware 285
37. Jethro Pugh 284
38. Erik Williams 270
39. George Andrie 268
40. Daryl Johnston 243
41. Calvin Hill 201
42. Ralph Neely 200
43. Herschel Walker 172
44. Billy Joe Dupree 168
45. Bill Bates 161
46. Jim Jeffcoat 132
47. Tony Romo 118
48. Robert Newhouse 111
49. Pat Donovan 107
50. Flozell Adams 104

The key

FILE 1966/US Presswire

Four by four
Players who bridged the most gaps between coaches:
Nate Newton: Started under Tom Landry in 1986,
served all five years under Jimmy Johnson and four
with Barry Switzer, then closed his career under
Chan Gailey in 1998.
Darren Woodson: After two years with Jimmy
Johnson, he played four seasons under Barry
Switzer, two with Chan Gailey and his final one under
Dave Campo.
Erik Williams: Played three seasons under Johnson, all
four of Switzer’s seasons, both of Gailey’s and then his
final one in Dave Campo’s first year in 2000.
Flozell Adams: He has been on board every year
under Gailey, Campo, Bill Parcells and current
coach Wade Phillips.

Tom Landry (right) reached two NFL Championship Games in the 1960s with quarterback Don Meredith (17) before the Cowboys shed the label of “Next Year’s Champions.”
Landry led them to five Super Bowls and two league titles in the 1970s, plus three straight NFC Championship Games at the start of the ’80s.

FILE 1972/The Associated Press

Landry was carried off the field after the Cowboys beat Miami in Super Bowl VI. Three
Top 50 players were escorts: from left, Bob Hayes, Rayfield Wright and Mel Renfro.
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